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Introduccion

Este libro aborda el estudio de varios fendmenos, tensiones y
conflictos politicos, econdmicos vy territoriales actuales, tanto
de caracter internacional como nacional, que se plantean desde
la perspectiva de diferentes movimientos o grupos sociales.

El objetivo general es mostrar el origen y las consecuencias de
dichas tensiones politicas, sociales y territoriales, indicar cuales
son los actores implicados en ellas y proponer alternativas para
solucionarlas.

Desde hace afnos, las relaciones politicas y econdmicas que se
dan entre los diferentes paises y dentro de ellos se rigen por los
principios de la globalizacion con la libre circulacion de bienes
y de personas, y ademas con el uso de una serie de nuevas
tecnologias que permiten compartir al instante diferentes ideas
einquietudes politicas. En este marco globalizado y de progreso,
se siguen planteando conflictos sociales y territoriales que ya
existian previamente en las sociedades, como la busqueda de
una mayor democracia o una mayor participacién ciudadana
en la toma de decisiones locales.

Mas todavia, se tiene que considerar la situacion econdmica
actual, en la que apenas se ha salido de la gran crisis econdmica
gue comenzo en 2008 y se vuelve a otra crisis provocada
por el covid-19, que puede poner en entredicho multiples
estructuras sociales y politicas, y ademas la existencia de la
crisis climatica o de la naturaleza, que se ve reflejada en una
mayor contaminacion y en fendmenos climaticos extremos,
como sequias e inundaciones, en diferentes partes del mundo.

En fin, se plantean una serie de nuevas ldgicas politicas,
econdmicas vy territoriales para dar solucion a conflictos que,
con diferentes matices, ya se han producido anteriormente a lo
largo de la historia. A partir de este planteamiento, esta obra
colectiva comienza con un articulo que analiza la Primavera
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Arabe que se dio en Oriente Medio vy el norte de Africa desde
el 2011, destaca los cambios politicos que la Primavera trajo
en la region, donde se produjo la democratizacion de algunos
Estados como Tunez o el aumento de la conflictividad vy
el autoritarismo en otros. En este articulo se estudian las
oportunidades politicas de Tunez y la mayor participacion
politica que alli se produjo.

Posteriormente, se procede aanalizar el concepto de democracia,
asi como la relevancia que las elecciones tienen en América
Latina, en concreto, se analizan diferentes factores, como el
cultural o el econdmico, que influyen en la percepcion ciudadana
acerca del proceso electoral y el Tribunal Electoral de Bolivia.

El tercer articulo es un estudio sobre el fendmeno de las
tensiones territoriales que surgen en el barrio Moravia de la
ciudad de Medellin, entre la autoconstruccion barrial que
llevan a cabo los propios ciudadanos de la zona barrial vy la
intervencion del Estado con su planeamiento urbanistico, dado
el riesgo de gentrificaciéon que pueden llegar a soportar los
habitantes del barrio.

Elcuartoyultimoarticuloanalizalapersecuciénocriminalizacion
que sufren determinados activistas en la Unidn Europea y
en Espafa, concretamente los activistas ambientalistas vy
animalistas, quienes pueden llegar a ser sefialados de terroristas.
En concreto, se analiza la persecucion que sufren con el fin de
proteger a estos colectivos tan vulnerables.

En suma, no se trata solamente de una compilacion de
diferentes aportaciones realizadas por algunos autores, sino
gue el propodsito de reunir estos escritos es el de presentar los
resultados de diferentes investigaciones que han efectuado a
través de proyectos los grupos de investigacion reconocidos
en la Facultad de Ciencias Administrativas y Econdmicas
del Tecnoldgico de Antioquia, pero ademdas se cuenta con
la participacion de investigadores de otras facultades de la
Institucidon y con autores procedentes de otras universidades,
pero que participan en redes de investigacion conjuntas.
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Introduction

Under the Political Process Theory, political opportunities
comprise a very strong conceptual tool for understanding
the emergence of collective action initiatives, i.e. riots,
protests, strikes, etc. Political opportunities focus on
the world “outside” social movements as, according to
this theory, certain political demonstrations can emerge
depending on the political context; hence, studying the
different dimensions of political opportunities could
improve our understanding of why certain movements
are successful and others do not thrive.

The Arab Spring revolutions have been studied from a
myriad of perspectives, and although some authors tacitly
analyze the contextual factors that have ignited protests,
little attention has been given to political opportunities
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as a separate category for analysis. Consequentially, this
article develops an exploration of the outcomes of the
Arab Spring posing “political opportunities” at the core
of the enquiry. More concretely, the article studies the
case of Tunisia and explores a key dimension of political
opportunities: openness to citizens’ participation. Tunisia
represents a successful attempt of political change from
authoritarianism to democracy and it is relevant to study
how different dimensions of political opportunity changed
since the irruption of the Arab Spring.

The article is divided as follows: the first section develops a
contextualization of the Arab Spring uprising, highlighting,
on the one hand, the most relevant events and, on the
other hand, how several academics have analyzed its
development and consequences. Then, the chapter
analyzes the Tunisia case, in order to better understand the
specificities of the Arab Spring uprisings in this country.
The following section develops the theoretical framework
based on the political opportunities structure and, after
establishing its relevance for better understanding
the Arab Spring, there is an operationalization of the
dimension “openness to citizens’ participation” using the
Varieties of Democracy research project. Then, the next
section analyzes each individual indicator for the case of
Tunisia. Finally, the concluding remarks are developed,
stating that openness to citizens’ participation was a key
element to better understand the relative success of the
Arab Spring in Tunisia.
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The Arab Sprin ]
What is the Arab Spri 3 and
how has it been studie

The Arab Spring’s concept hasincluded amyriad of popular
movements in the Middle East and Northern Africa during
the first and second decades of the 215t Century. According
to Howard and Hussain (2013: 3), the Arab Spring was “the
cascading popular democracy movements that began in
Tunisia, inspired Egypt, and consequently animated other
movements across the region”. This concept includes a
process of popular riots and manifestations with different
results: while in some countries implied the overthrown of
authoritarian governments, in others those governments
could maintain the control of the country and repress the
demonstrators or start bloody civil conflicts. In this sense,
Ardic has pointed out how the Arab Spring included
rebellions and revolution mechanisms, as this period
witnessed massive popular manifestations, military coups
and violent movements organized by the opposition
(2012: 11-14).

Some authors have considered the Arab Spring as the
fourth wave of democracy, following the democratic
transition of over thirty countries from Southern and
Eastern Europe, Latin America, Asia and Africa, between
1974 and 1990 (Weyland 2012). In fact, other authors have
guestioned if the Arab Spring is a new wave of democracy
or, on the contrary, if it is a continuation of the third wave
(Abushouk 2016). Relatedly, authors like Samir Amin
consider the Arab Spring as one of the numerous waves
of revolutions in the Middle East and signal the similarities
to the Latin American Spring during the 90s and the first
decade of the 21t Century (Amir 2011).

13
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Given the current relevance of the Arab Spring, its causes
have been widely analyzed -i.e. Tejerina et al 2013 and
Israeli 2017. Some authors have signaled the relevance
of the political grievances (Bellin 2012). In Tunisia, Egypt
and Libya, where Presidents have been governing during
decades through repressive policies, protests were
perceived as a way of modernizing the State and the
economy (Asongu & Nwachukwu 2016). In fact, other
authors have focused on the economic motivations
behind the flourishing of the Arab Spring and how the
increase in schooling and unemployment levels -provoked
by the economic stagnation- contributed to the loss of
governmental legitimacy in Tunisia and Yemen (Campante
& Chor 2012; Tejerina et al. 2013).

On a complementary fashion, other authors consider
the religious conflicts among Shiite and Sunnite as the
main ignitors of the Arab Spring (Halverson et al. 2013;
Hoffman & Jamal 2014). In countries like Syria, where the
Shiite minority controlled most of the national political
power, Salafist and insurrectionist movements were
mainly composed by Sunnites: Ousting al-Asad regime
was not only a way of achieving a more democratic
government, but also opening the national government
to the participation of non-Alawite population. Relatedly,
in Egypt the Muslim Brotherhood, a Sunnite moderate
pan-Islamic organization, played a key role in the Lotus
revolution and in the post-Mubarak government under
the Presidency of Mohamed Morsi.

Finally, other authors have explained the Arab Spring
revolutions as the conseguence of the generational gap
within these countries (Cavatorta 2012; Allagui & Kuebler
2011). In this sense, protests were mainly headed and
organized by the young population through the use of
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social media mechanisms: text-messaging, Facebook
pages, Twitter accounts... (Ackerman 2011). In fact, the
use of these new mechanisms, hardly controlled and
repressed by the old traditionalist governments, allowed
the organization of a strong and cohesive opposition
movement and avoided an effective response by the
repressive forces -more used to a classic party-controlled
opposition (Christensen & Christensen 2013).

Therefore, the Arab Spring constitutes a complex conflict
concerning political, economic and social spheres. In this
sense, some authors have already used social science
theories in order to obtain a better understanding of the
emergence of the demonstrations and the consolidation,
success or fail of the Arab uprisings (Debuysere 2018;
Beinin 2016; Chenoweth and Ulfelder 2017). More
concretely, Eltantawy and Wiest (2011) used the RMT to
evidence how, during the Egyptian Revolution, Social
Media became a key resource to structure and coordinate
the anti-government protests that led to Mubarak’s
overthrown. In this line of thought, Wolfsfeld et al. (2013)
analyzed the influence of political opportunities during
the Arab Spring through the study of social media data of
twenty Arab countries.

Concerning specific studies on Tunisia, Beinin (2016)
studies the relevance of the Tunisian Trade Unions -
especially of the Tunisian General Federation of Labor
(UGTT) - during the popular protests and during the
consolidation of the post-Ben-Ali government. Pilati
et al. (2019) deepened in this hypothesis and focused
on the impact of informal groups in the configuration
of the demonstrations and in the further constitution of
transitional governments in Egypt and Tunisia. Finally,
Moaddel (2012) developed a critical approximation

15
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both to the Resource Mobilization Theory (RMT) and to
the POT, evaluating how effectively they predicted the
participationofthe Arabpopulationinthedemonstrations.
In addition, Dupont and Passy (2011) also questioned the
already existing studies and analyzed the potentialities
of the RMT, the POT and the Framing Theory (FT).

Tunisia in the Arab Spring

On 17 December 2010, the suicide of a Tunisian street
vendor whose produced cart was confiscated by
governmental forces ignited social unrest and popular
protests against the authoritarian government of President
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. Within the denominated Jasmine
Revolution, massive popular protests spread over the
country, mainly against the corruption and the economic
crisis in the Ben Ali’s administration. On 14 January
2011, due to the incapacity of repressing the riots and
the increasing defections within the military and police
ranks, Ben Ali finally left the Presidency and flew to Saudi
Arabia (Dabashi 2012). In 2011, the Constituent Assembly,
democratically summoned, elected Monced Marzouki as
the Tunisian president until 2014.

The overthrown of the Tunisian dictatorship soon led
to new uprisings in numerous countries of the region,
but with different results. On 25 January, thousands of
Egyptians started mobilizing against Hosni Mubarak’s
regime, demanding the call for democratic elections
and the improvement of economic conditions. After the
manifestation of 1 million citizens in Tahrir Square and the
failed attempts of negotiating a political and economic
agreement with the opposition, the government tried to
violently repress the demonstrators. Finally, on 11 February
Mubarak resigned and the military forces assumed the
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transition government, initiating a period of instability
that led to the election of Mohamed Morsi in 2012 and
then to a military coup -due to popular protests against
Morsi’s “authoritarian drift” (Ketchley 2017).

Moreover, some authors have signaled similarities
between the Tunisian and the Yemeni governments.
In January 2011, thousands of citizens -supported by
the main political parties of the opposition- organized
riots and manifestations all along Yemen. The main
demand was to call for a change in the authoritarian
government of Ali Abdullah Saleh, who was accused of
the misadministration in the country and the high levels
of poverty and inequality. After intense negotiations
within the government and the opposition, Saleh agreed
to stop the constitutional reform designed to perpetuate
him in the Presidency and, instead, he resigned (Dabashi
2012). Nonetheless, the election of the new President
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi -voted on 2012 in a single party
election- was rejected by the Houthi population, who
took control of Sana and began a civil war still ongoing
(Sharp 2017).

Methodology

This article revises key literature pertaining the Arab
Spring, its contextual and political process and then it
offers a detailed analysis of the Tunisian case. Tunisia
was chosen as a case study in this chapter because it
comprises a “successful case” within the Arab Spring
revolutions; hence it would be of academic importance
to revise what were the conditions that allowed Tunisia to
improve its democratic consolidation.

17
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To carry out this analysis, this book chapter relies on the
literature from the Social Movements Theory scholarship
and intertwines it with the actual operationalization of
the political opportunities concept. More specifically, the
Political Opportunity is revised and operationalized in
order to apply it into the analysis of Tunisia during the
Arab Spring.

After discussing the different dimensions that political
opportunities have been traditionally operationalized into,
the dimension of openness to citizens’ participation is
evaluated in detail. To achieve the latter, this book chapter
relies of the Varieties of Democracy Database in order to
find proxies that allow a proper assessment of Tunisia’s
openness to citizens’ participation.

The Varieties of Democracy Database is a world renowned
and rigorous database on democratic indicators. In this
sense, this database provided information to a myriad of
studies about democracy, including research works about
the impact of the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in
the consolidation of democratic regimes (Grahn and
Luhrmann 2020), about the political participation in new
democracies (Fernandes et al. 2015) or even about the
evolution of the democratic values in a global perspective
(Mechkova and LUhrmann 2017). Concerning the Arab
Spring, some authors analyzed the political structure and
the organization in the Middle East (Karimi 2018), as well
as the impact of political mobilizations on democratic
consolidation processes (McMann 2018).

Therefore, this database allows to observe the evolution of
the individual indicators selected in order to better explain
thetrendexperiencedintheTunisiancase.Complementarily,
the analysis relies on specialized literature and sources
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such as Human Rights Watch, Freedom House and others.
Finally, after an individual analysis is developed, indicator
by indicator, key conclusions are proposed.

Theoretical framework: Political
Opportunities

Political Opportunities in the Arab Spring: an
operationalization of the “openness to citizens’
participation” dimension

The political opportunity theory (POT) has been the
conceptual framework for a variety of studies: Tarrow’s
“Power in Movement” (1994), McAdam’s “Political Process
and the Development of Black Insurgency” (1982) or Tilly’s
“MechanismsinPolitical Processes” (2001). Thistheory states
that contextual factors (political opportunities) are the key
to understand the emergence of collective action initiatives
and eventual social movements’ formation. According to
Meyer and Minkoff, its basic premise “is that exogenous
factors enhance or inhibit prospects for mobilization, for
particular sorts of claims to be advanced rather than others,
for particular strategies of influence to be exercised, and
for movements to affect mainstream institutional politics
and policy” (2004: 1458). In a complementary fashion,
Tarrow defines POT as the study of “consistent - but not
necessarily formal or permanent - dimensions of the
political environment that provide incentives for people to
undertake collective action by affecting their expectations
for success or failure” (1994: 85).

In this sense, the political opportunity structure (POS)’s
main goalistounderstand ‘when’collective actioninitiates.
Hence, the existent POT academic literature focuses on
the world outside a social movement. Under the POT
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conceptual framework, social movements develop their
repertoires of collective action (i.e. protests) because
they are able to take advantage of the contextual political
opportunities that surround them. In addition, this theory
also focuses on the main dimensions of opportunity
necessary to understand the different political changes,
including a myriad of variables, i.e. the state capacity
(Amenta et al. 1994) or the changes in public policy
(Meyer 2005).

In this line of thought, some authors distinguished two lines
of development within the POT (McAdam 1996; Tarrow
1996): a first branch, mainly composed by US researchers,
focused on the emergence of “windows of opportunities”
-i.e. Tarrow 1989-; and a second branch, mostly composed
by European researchers, focused on the study and
understanding of the political structures -i.e. Eisinger
1973. In fact, according to Giugni, “while the first approach
has focused on political opportunities in a more dynamic
fashion, the second, more static approach has paid more
attention to political opportunity structures” (2011: 272).

Nonetheless, conceptualizing political opportunities is
not as easy task as contexts can vary from place to place.
However, Tarrow (1998: 76-80) refines it into several
interrelated groups that, as different as they may be,
they necessarily have to be perceived by the actors: (1)
the degree of openness in the polity; (2) the stability of
political alignments and divisions within the relevant elite;
(3) the presence of allies and support groups; and (4)
and repression or facilitation of dissent by the state. The
operationalization developed by Tarrow (1998) focuses
on the institutional factors that affect the emergence of
collective action initiatives; hence the present analysis
should bear in mind the latter clarification.



P
Nuevas é
I6gicas globales ‘

The operationalization of POS is relevant in order to
better analyze the eventual success or failure of collective
action initiatives. However, several approximations have
produced disparate results, implying a lack of common
understanding of the concept. For instance, some scholars
included factors relevant to one specific case, avoiding
the possibility of creating a generalizable theory. In fact,
this problematic has led to the critic of several authors,
like Meyer (2004: 131-132), because of the lack of a strong
empirical testing of the POT researches.

Taking into account the challenges of analyzing POS,
this chapter follows the recommendations of McAdam
et al. (1996): avoiding unnecessary dimensions within the
conceptualization of political opportunity. In congruence
with the latter, this chapter evaluates Tunisia’s political
opportunities taking into account key indicators from
the research project Varieties of Democracy (2020).
As previously mentioned, the Varieties of Democracy
Database develops rigorous indicators that can be used
as proxies of political opportunities’ operationalization,
making the analysis easier in terms of determining the
trends that openness to citizens’ participation showed
over the period of study.

More concretely, the openness to citizens’ participation
dimension will be evaluated as it is considered key when
understating the relative success Tunisia had on its
democratization process after the Arab Spring. This is the
case as the Arab Spring Uprising was button-up, implying
that citizens’ participation was a key variable and could
potentially explain the institutional factors that allowed
the instauration of a potential democratic consolidation
within the country. Taking into account the theoretical
discussion developed in the preceding section, the final
operationalization of this indicator is as follows:
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Table 1. Dimensions, indicators and variables

Dimension

1.0penness to citi-
zens’ participation
It is desirable to
increase citizen’s
participation as it
raises the chances
of having an ideal
scenario for the
presence of collec-
tive actors and so-
cial movements

11 scorelis
1.2 desirable
1.3 score 4 is
1.4 desirable
1.5 scorelis
1.6 desirable
1.7 score 4 is
1.8 desirable

Individual
indicators

1.1 Civil
liberty in-
dex

Variables

Question: To what extent is
civil liberty respected? Clar-
ification: Civil liberty is un-
derstood as liberal freedom,
where freedom is a property
of individuals. Civil liberty is
constituted by the absence of
physical violence committed
by government agents and
the absence of constraints of
private liberties and political
liberties by the government.
Scale: Interval, from low to
high (O-1).

1.2 CSO
Repression

Existence of governmental at-
tempts to repress civil society
organizations

This variable is represented
with a score: 0,1, 2, 3, 4

O: Severely. The government
violently and actively pursues
all real and even some imag-
ined members of CSOs. They
seek not only to deter the
activity of such groups but to
effectively liquidate them.

1: Substantially. The govern-
ment arrests, tries, and im-
prisons leaders of and partici-
pants in oppositional

CSOs who have acted lawfully.
2: Moderately. In addition

to material sanctions, the
government also engages in
minor legal harassment (de-
tentions, short-term incarcer-
ation) to dissuade CSOs from
acting or expressing them-
selves.




Dimension

1.0penness to citi-
zens’ participation
It is desirable to
increase citizen’s
participation as it
raises the chances
of having an ideal
scenario for the
presence of collec-
tive actors and so-
cial movements

11 scorelis
1.2 desirable
1.3 score 4 is
1.4 desirable
1.5 scorelis
1.6 desirable
1.7 score 4 is
1.8 desirable

Individual
indicators

1.2 CSO
Repression

>
Nuevas é
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Variables

3: Weakly. The government
uses material sanctions (fines,
firings, denial of social ser-
vices) to deter oppositional
CSOs from acting or express-
ing themselves.

4: No. Civil society organi-
zations are free to organize,
associate, strike, express
themselves, and to criticize
the government without fear
of government sanctions or
harassment.

1.3
Freedom
of expres-
sion index

Project Manager(s): Svend-Er-
ik Skaaning, Jan Teorell
Question: To what extent
does government respect
press and media freedom, the
freedom of ordinary people
to discuss political matters

at home and in the public
sphere, as well as the freedom
of academic and cultural ex-
pression? Scale: Interval, from
low to high (O-1).

1.4 Gov-
ernment
censorship
effort - Me-
dia

Extent of governmental direct
or indirect efforts of censor-
ship on media.

This variable is represented
with a score: 0,1, 2, 3, 4

O: Attempts to censor are di-
rect and routine.

1: Attempts to censor are indi-
rect but nevertheless routine.
2: Attempts to censor are di-
rect but limited to especially
sensitive issues.

3. Attempts to censor are in-
direct and limited to especial-
ly sensitive issues.
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Individual

Dimension indicators Variables
4: The government rarely at-
1.4 Gov- : .
tempts to censor major media
ernment .
censorship in any way, and when such_
offort - Me- exceptional attempts are dis-
dia covered, the responsible offi-
cials are usually punished.

Source: created by the authors based on Varieties of Democracy (2020).

Civil liberties index

Codebook Category

1990 1992 1994 19% 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018

— *MENA  — Tunisia

Figure 1. Civil liberties index in MENA
and Tunisia (1990-2018)

Source: created by the authors based on Varieties of Democracy (2020).

Civil liberties and political rights are among the most
relevant components of political opportunities, mainly
because their existence or their absence are a clear
indication of the quality of democracy consolidation. Civil
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liberties lie at the core of the definition of democracy as
it is with these liberties that communities can effectively
participate in any democratic process. Robert Dahl
(1999), states that civil liberties have to be included in
any definition of democracy in order to overcome the
dichotomy between positive and negative liberties.

In this sense, it is relevant to study how civil liberties
changed before and after the Arab Springin order to assess
their relevance within the broader category of political
opportunities. In this case, political opportunities would
increase when civil liberties follow an upward pattern too.
This section explores this category for Tunisia.

In general terms, the civil liberties index has remained
stable for the MENA region. However, if we observe the
pattern followed by Tunisia, there is an evident upward
trend, especially from 2010 to 2011 -the year prior to the
emergence of the Arab Spring wave of protests. In the
case of Tunisia, the civil liberties index depicts a dramatic
increase and has not returned to its levels prior to the
irruption of the Arab Spring which implies that the situation
has been favorable and civil liberties have consolidated
after Tunisia changed its political regime.

Ben Ali political regime generically repressed any forms of
political dissent, neglecting citizens’ free exercise of key
civiland political rights. In fact, Ali’'s autocratic government,
human rights campaigners, news correspondents and
members of the opposition were constantly surveilled,
harassed and even imprisonment. Other authority
abuses such as physical and psychological torture in
police were widely documented and denounced (Kausch
2009; EMHRN 2010). In fact, freedom of association
was almost non-existent. Almost all organizations and
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associations that were closely related to political issues
were bureaucratically bullied and denied legal registration
(Kausch, 2009) -with known exceptions: The Tunisian
League for Human Rights. Consequentially, independent,
but not recognized, organizations were not allowed to
meet in public and cause discomfort to the official regime
(EMHRN 2010).

Although there have been several accomplishments in
Tunisia, especially as the outcome of the Arab Spring
and the end of an autocratic government, there are other
problems that have not allowed Tunisia to consolidate
democratic project. According to the Freedom in the
World Report (Freedom House 2020), “the influence
of endemic corruption, economic challenges, security
threats, and continued unresolved issues related to gender
equality and transitional justice remain obstacles to full
democratic consolidation”.

As previously mentioned, and despite the fact that civil
liberties index depicts one of its highest positions in the
period studies, there are still some problems that Tunisia
needs to tackle. Although the Tunisian Constitution
actively protects academic freedom (Article 33), self-
censorship is clearly an issue, which is entrenched within
the Tunisian society. Certain topics remain a “taboo” and
although citizens have obtained more civil rights, there
are some cases on which they cannot exercise such rights.
For example, students have denounced being unable to
perform research projects on topics such as sexuality and
gender identity. Other sensitive topics relate to the role of
Islam within in violent extremism (Freedom House 2020).
Regarding the possibility of publicly demonstrating,
the Tunisian Constitution guarantees both the rights to
assembly and peaceful demonstration throughout the
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Articles 35-37 of its 2014 Constitution. In fact, public
demonstrations on a variety of topics regularly take
place, especially since the irruption of the Arab Spring
demonstrations. Despite this is the case (and it is reflected
on Graph 1), a counterterrorism law that was adopted
in 2015 has imposed important constraints on public
demonstrations (as well as the declaration of various states
of emergency). On August 2019, the state of emergency
was renewed and, among other things, it allows security
forces to prevent public gatherings (i.e. protests) as they
are considered likely to break the social order. Even though
the official position from the government defends that
declaring the state of emergency is important to diminish
security concerns, it has been argued that it is a political
tool to control social conflict.

In fact, hundreds of people were incarcerated in 2017
and 2018 at various demonstrations against economic
austerity measures proposed by the regime. International
Non-Governmental Organizations such as Amnesty
International noted “in several 2019 statements that many
who participated in such protests in Gafsa were later tried
and convicted in absentia by a first-instance court in that
city. Demonstrations in 2019, such as those in Sidi Bouzid
in April following the deaths of a number of agricultural
workers,aswellascelebrationsofthesuccessfulcompletion
of the presidential elections, remained peaceful and free
of police intervention” (Freedom House 2020).

Marginalized groups’ participation in Tunisia’s political
arena continues to be an important concern and
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and international
organizations constantly work to increase their political
participation. In 2017, a law was passed to guarantee
the participation of women, people with disabilities
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and people under 35. Although there have been several
improvements, some segments of the population still lack
full political rights. More concretely, presidential candidates
must me Muslim, and there are still criminalizing laws for
homosexuals, avoiding LGBT+ people from active political
participation.

CSO repression
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Figure 2. CSO repression in MENA
and Tunisia (1990-2018)

Source: created by the authors based on Varieties of Democracy (2020).

In the case of the “CSO repression” indicator, Graph 2
depicts an improving in the possibility of organizations to
reunite. From 2010 to 2011 there was an improvement of
this indicator (depicting values close to 4: No. Civil society
organizations are free to organize, associate, strike, express
themselves, and to criticize the government without fear
of government sanctions or harassment). The latter could
have been a consequence of the Arab Spring protests, and
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as a conseguence, the government stopped its policies of
repression against civil society organizations.

In fact, within the Arab Spring context, a very progressive
decree guarantees the freedom for NGOs to operate
within the national territory. Furthermore, this law outlines
the standards and specific procedures to allow the formal
creation of organizations and groups. A large amount of
new NGOs began operating after the Arab Spring uprisings.
These groups developed several activities, including
conferences, trainings and educational programs.

However, in 2018 a new law equated NGOs with businesses.
Under the law, all NGOs (and businesses) have to register
at the National Registry of Institutions, and to provide
sensitive data including staff information. Failure to
comply with this registration requirement may result in
incarceration and the payment of a fine. Consequentially,
citizens may perceive that although in theory CSO are
allowed in Tunisia, this law would allow the government
to control them. In fat, critics sustain that the requirement
increases imply an unnecessary monitoring and oversight
of civil society by the government. Furthermore,
registration applications could be rejected discretionally
at the governmental office (Human Rights Watch 2019).

Prior to the irruption of the Arab Spring political
phenomenon, Tunisia could not develop a strong body
of opposition forces due to the systematic repression of
political opposition. In fact, organizations challenging
the government had relatively low levels of freedom of
expression and association, hence they had little capacity to
criticize the regime or eventually mobilize the population.
Similarly, at the same time, Tunisian citizens were constantly
intimidated by the regime (both legal and symbolic),
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and in general terms, people tended to suppresses their
unconformities towards the government or simply became
politically apathetic (Human Rights Watch 2019).
Regarding the situation with legal parties, besides the
RCD (the ruling party), only six parties were represented
in parliament and despite these parties developed an
independent and critical agenda, they were helpless when
influencing the regime’s agenda as, in real terms, the
parliament lacked any meaningful power. In addition, and
contrary to what occurs in other southern Mediterranean
countries, moderate Islamists were almost politically
deactivated in terms of formal participation (Amnesty
International 2020).

During the early 1990s, Ben Ali’'s regime violently
repressed the al-Nahda party and after its members were
related to violent Islamist movements by the regime, al-
Nahda was dismantled, prominent leaders went into exile
while others were imprisoned or tortured. In addition, the
Tunisian General Union of Labour (UGTT) was interfered
by the government: the leaders were not independently
appointed (Kausch 2009; Human Rights Watch 2010).

Even though under Ali’'s regime, political protests
and strikes did not periodically occur, leaders were
unable to mobilize large support because most public
demonstrations they were not collectively formed but were
instead restricted to specific interests. Consequentially,
civil and parliamentary organizations were unable to
mobilize the Tunisian society.
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Freedom of expression index
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Figure 3. Freedom of expression index
in MENA and Tunisia (1990-2018)

Source: created by the authors based on Varieties of Democracy (2020).

The Tunisian Constitution guarantees rights such as
freedom of opinion, thought, expression, information,
and publication, with some restrictions. The freedom
of expression index has significantly improved after the
outburst of the Arab Spring and has remained high,
meaning that, in fact, the Arab Spring uprising changed
the country’s dynamics and broader respect for freedom
of expression. More concretely, press freedom has
improved in recent years, and many independent media
groups operate within the country. In 2018, Tunisia also
subscribed the International Declaration on Information
and Democracy, which proposes key principles for good
practices (Freedom House 2020)

Despite the latter, in 2019 several journalists and activists
were reported as victims of intimidation and pressure
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from government officials. Moreover, reporters covering
sensitive topics such as government’s security are
vulnerable to harassment and possible arrest. In addition,
there is a lack of transparency regarding information
access; for instance, it is difficult to obtain ownership data
or the funding of public advertising. This preoccupation
extends to the electoral processes as, for example on the
2019 elections; Tunisian journalists were concerned about
an excessive government influence over public media
(Amnesty International 2019).

Similar to the guarantee of freedom of expression specific
rights, the Tunisian Constitution grants people’s freedom
of belief and conscience for all religions. Although these
are positive remarks, blasphemy remains illegal and police
forces can use this resource in order to legitimize arrests.
In a country where Islam is enshrined as the only religion
of the state, members of other religions, such as Christian
converts, often experience harassment and discrimination.
Regarding private discussion is considered to be open
and free; some topics remain sensitive, including religious
intolerance and criticism of the military. Furthermore,
homosexuality remains illegal, posing serious difficulties
for an open discussion of LGBT+ people’s rights and
concerns (Wagner 2012).

All in all, the eventual success of Tunisia’s political
transition relies on the strengthening of existing political
forces and the financial resources they can obtain in
order to pursue their political agenda. Several opposition
campaigners who were harassed during the autocrat
government of Ben Ali have been able to return from exile
and register their organizations and political parties. As
of 2011, more than fifty political parties were successfully
registered to compete in formal election processes within
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the Constituent Assembly process -this time with a higher
chance of actually winning seats.

In general terms, civil society in Tunisia, including both
political parties and social forces, did play a key role
within the country’s transition process, especially in the
bargaining dynamics vis-a-vis the interim government. In
fact, their presence was very relevant as they acted as
“guarantors” of a successful transition. Several political
parties and civil society organizations, including the UGTT,
formed the Council for the Protection of the Revolution in
order to closely observe the role of interim authorities.
Later, they became part of the Committee in charge of
designing the law and procedures for the Constitutional
Assembly (Freedom House, 2020).

Government censorship effort — Media

Codebook Category

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018

— *MENA  — Tunisia

Figure 4. Government censorship effort - Media
Index in MENA and Tunisia (1990-2018)

Source: created by the authors based on Varieties of Democracy (2020).
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The Government Censorship (Media) Index analyzes
how intense the government tries to censor -directly
or indirectly- the print or broadcast media, especially
concerning websites with politic content. The Government
Censorship (Media) Index has considerably increased
after the Arab Spring overthrew Ben Ali’s government and
established a democratic system. Therefore, likewise the
Freedom of Expression Index, this index evidences how
the new political system changed the national political
dynamic and granted free expression and information
through the Media.

Even though Tunisia experienced constant censorship
from the governmental institutions, between 1991 and
1996 Internet was free of any surveillance and repression
(York 2012). Nonetheless, when public Internet spread
over the country, Ben Ali created the Agence Tunisiene
d’Internet (Tunisian Internet Agency-ATIl), benefiting
from a centralized Internet access to increasingly censor
any dissident content. These efforts included, among
others, web-blocking proxy filters, inspection technology,
governmental hacking attacks and website defacement
techniques (Wagner 2012: 486). “Internet censorship
became extensive and sophisticated, with Interior Ministry
agents routinely monitoring personal e-mail accounts,
blocking sensitive websites and supervising Internet cafes
to discourage criticism” (EMHRN 2010).

In addition, radio and television were also controlled
through an extent censorship network directed to
control any non-pro-official content and the repression
of any political dissidence. These measures included
the closure of independent newspaper, printing and
distributing constraints, police confiscations or even
judicial prosecution -as the judicial system was constantly
controlled by Ben Ali’'s government (RSF 2007).
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Nonetheless, the Tunisian authorities were not able of
controlling social media like Twitter or Facebook, which
became a useful tool to share forbidden information and
even to coordinate opposing actions (Paciello 2011: 9).
In fact, during the first decade of the 21st Century, the
increasing opposition movement joined through the
media tools and created a strong movement composing
the secular liberal and Islamist organizations (Fraihat
2016: 61). Most concretely, in Angrist’s words (559):

That decade saw substantial growth in the
number of Tunisian websites featuring political
content. An ICG report quoted Tunisian
cyber-activists saying that while at first they
were divided ideologically, the experience of
censorship unified them very quickly. Over
time, activists came to share a very generally
democratic orientation and advocated a shared
common aspiration for basic political liberties
online as well as off-line, rather than any specific
political agenda.

Later, on 13 January 2011 Ben Ali’s televised speech, he
promised complete freedom of information and the
eliminationof any kind of governmental political censorship
(Aouij, 2011). Despite this speech was followed by a quick
removal of the restrictions to Internet, these efforts were
worthless, as next day the increasing popular unrest made
him to resign and fly to Saudi Arabia (Wagner 2012: 485).

The post-Ben-Ali’s government aimed at guaranteeing
freedom of opinion, thought, expression and information
through a myriad of political changes: restraining the
direct or indirect governmental censorship, closing
historically repressive institutions -i.e the Agence
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Tunisienne de Communication Extérieure (Tunisian
Agency of Foreign Communication - ATCE)- or controlling
the police harassment over journalists. Nonetheless, the
National Constituent Assembly faced the problematic of
guaranteeing freedom of expression by implementing
liberal politics in collaboration with the /nstance Nationale
pour la Réforme de I'Information et de la Communication
(National Authority for the Reform of Information and
Communication -INRIC) vis a vis avoiding the rupture
with the Islamist groups which participated in Ben Ali’s
overthrown and asked for a more restrictive political
system. This duality explains, for example, that despite
the Tunisian Constitution of 2014 guaranteed freedom
of expression, opinion and thought, journalists were
condemned by religious offense. For example, Nessma, a
private TV channel, was sanctioned in 2012 by showing an
image of Ala (El Pais 2012).

As a conclusion, despite achieving an intense improved in
the Government censorship effort - Media Index, Tunisia
still has the pending task of increasing the freedom of the
journalists and of avoiding the governmental harassment
and control over the Media (Amnistia Internacional 2012).
In this sense, Journalists without Borders established
Tunisia’s main problematics as follow: creating and
empowering independent institutions, decentralizing
the Media -mostly focused on the Capital-, supporting
alternative Media, promoting and ethical formation of
journalists and restraining the political interference in
journalism.
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Conclusions

As previously explained, there has been an intense
academic work concerning transitions to democracy’s
processes and especially over the political, economic and
cultural impact of the Arab Spring. In this sense, different
theories have tried to explain this phenomenon, focusing
on the influence of the political structure, on the social
movements or on the access to the different resources.
In this line of thought, this research used the Varieties of
Democracy Database with the purpose of evidencing how
the dimension “openness to citizens’ participation” has
improved in Tunisia after the Arab Spring. All the selected
indicators (Civil Liberties, Freedom of Expression, CSO
Repression and Government Censorship effort) depict
a more favorable scenario after the overthrown of Ben
Ali’s autocratic government. More concretely, the Tunisian
transitional government reached a moderately successful
democratic system, open to the citizen’s participation
and without systematic governmental repression.
Although this is the case, there are still several challenges
that Tunisia must overcome in order to consolidate its
democratic political project and deal with increasing
political problematics.

Taking into account the theoretical framework developed
in this chapter, and after the operationalization of the
openness to citizens’ participation dimension, it is possible
to conclude that the individual institutional factors that
were evaluated througout the chapter allowed to better
understand the dynamics of collective action and the
subsequent process of democratic consolidationin Tunisia.
When the political opportunities improve, it is more likely
to oberve the emergence of collective action, however it
does not mean that a democratic process will start. In this
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chapter, we have seen that although a democratic path
started, its consolidation would not depend on citizens’
participation alone and, on the contrary, there are other
legal and political factors that are of key relevance.

The 2014 Constitution guarantees, in theory, several
rights that allow people to fully exercise their citizenship.
However, there are practical and bureaucratic procedures
that hinder the full respect of Tunisia’s new Constitution.
Among Tunisia’s several issues, corruption continues to
be an endemic practice difficult to eradicate and one that
hinders the development of other good practices within
the country.

The progress made on all the indicators analyzed in this
chapter show that the Arab Spring revolution had an
effect on Tunisia’s political landscape. In fact, Tunisia’s
political opportunities regarding openness to citizens’
participation improved, meaning that its citizens are
more empowered -both legally and morally- to initiate
collective action initiatives when needed. As freedom of
expression and civil liberties improve, and CSO repression
and government censorship effort diminished, it is more
likely to see the emergence of independent organizations
capable of effectively challenging the government.
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Introduccion

Uno de los consensos de la politica comparada se centra
en la idea de que las elecciones y sus 6rganos reguladores
son el corazdon de la democracia representativa (Dahl,
1971; Schattschneider, 1942/1964). A través de estas
instituciones los ciudadanos expresan sus preferencias
para decidir quién o quiénes seran los titulares de los
poderes Legislativo y Ejecutivo. En particular, respecto
a las elecciones, tres son las funciones esenciales que
cumplen: producir representacion, producir gobierno y
producir legitimidad (Anduiza y Bosch, 2012, p. 64; Vallés
y Bosch, 1997, p. 16). Por su parte, la principal funcion
de los organos electorales es llevar a cabo procesos
limpios, transparentes, justos y eficientes. Como bien lo
ha precisado la teoria politica en las ultimas décadas, las
elecciones (y sus 6rganos) son una condicidon necesaria,
pero no suficiente, para definir un sistema politico
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como democracia, hacerlo conllevaria una comprension
minimalista de ésta, en la cual el sujeto es el votante y no
el ciudadano (Brenes, 2009, p. 1; Freidenberg, 2013, p. 18;
O’Donnell, 2007, p.14).

Sin dnimo de entrar en la riqueza del debate doctrinario,
lo cierto es que en las democracias contemporaneas es
central para el juego politico el papel de las elecciones
—libres, justas, competitivas, igualitarias, universales e
imparciales— llevadas a cabo por instituciones igual de
transparentes. No en vano, Gianfranco Pasquino (2014)
insiste en recordar el caracter técnico que conlleva un
proceso electoral y lo concibe como “una caracteristica
sustancial e ineludible sin la cual no se puede hablar
de democracia ... Si no se vota, si los representantes y
gobernantes no son designados mediante procesos
electorales,notenemosdemocraciadeninguntipo” (p.30).
Igualmente, Romero (2016) recalca que las elecciones han
procurado “enraizar la democracia y construir ciudadania,
ser simultdneamente el espacio donde se expresan de
forma ordenada las divergencias sociopoliticas y el punto
de encuentro de los ciudadanos” (p. 93).

Por ello, el objetivo principal de este trabajo es responder
a la siguiente pregunta de investigacion: éla confianza
politica hacia las elecciones y érganos electorales en el
ultimo ano de gobierno de Evo Morales se explica por la
percepcion de la situacion econdmica o por el desempeio
presidencial? Si bien en América Latina se ha producido
una ola de investigaciones en torno a la confianza politica,
muy pocos trabajos han abordado el caso boliviano en los
ultimos anos. En general destacan, entre otros, los trabajos
de Alcantara (2012), Bargsted y Torcal (2015a; 2015b),
Paramio (2015), Mair (2015), Palazuelos (2012) y Zovatto
(2018). La mayoria de estos y otros trabajos brindan un
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analisis regional del tema, por eso es pertinente llevar a
cabo estudios de caso, especialmente en paises que han
vivido recientes sobresaltos politicos.

En este sentido, el caso boliviano llama la atencidn, ya
gue con la llegada de Evo Morales al poder se dio una
reestructuracion institucional radical, se fomentaron
politicas expansivas del gastoy un mayor intervencionismo
estatal. Asimismo, con el “primer presidente indigena” se
alteraron las relaciones de poder, en términos facticos,
pero también en el imaginario y en lo simbdlico. Cabe
recordar que Morales, al igual que otros presidentes de
la Marea Rosa, gozd de una gran aprobacion ciudadana,
ostentd amplios poderes institucionales recogidos en
la Constitucion y conté con amplias mayorias de su
partido en el Legislativo. Esto permitid que el presidente
gobernara sin problemas durante muchos afos, siempre
y cuando las rentas obtenidas por las materias primas
hubiesen sido significativas (Campello, 2015; Levitsky y
Roberts, 2011; Pogrebinschi, 2013).

A partirdel 2014, con la caida de los precios del petrdleo los
gobiernos progresistas de la Marea Rosa vieron tambalear
sus proyectos politicos. En Bolivia, la crisis econdmica
saco a la luz ciertos problemas estructurales que se creian
erradicados con la llegada de Morales. Por ello, en 2016, el
pueblo no perdond sus desatinos politicos ni econdmicos
y el “No” gand en un referéndum en el que se preguntaba
a la ciudadania si permitia la repostulacion de Morales a
las proximas elecciones. Desafiando la decision popular
e ignorando su espiritu plebiscitario, Morales acudid al
organo judicial (bajo su poder) para lograr ser candidato
presidencial. El fin de esta trama politica mostré que
el pueblo, bajo ninguna condicidn, soporta o soportarad
comportamientos autoritarios de sus gobernantes. Como
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consecuencia, Morales, tras casi 14 aios en el poder, tuvo
qgue exiliarse, en medio de protestas y abandono popular
(Basabe, 2017; Levitsky y Roberts, 2011; Stefanoni, 2020).
Este estudio estd estructurado de la siguiente manera.
Primero, se realiza una revision de la literatura sobre
la confianza institucional, en la que se abordan,
esencialmente, trabajos para Ameérica Latina. Segundo,
se evallua la confianza politica a nivel regional en seis
instituciones (procesos electorales, érganos electorales,
poder Ejecutivo, poder Legislativo, poder Judicial y
partidos politicos). A la par, se profundiza en dos de ellas
a nivel de paises. Tercero, se responde a la pregunta de
investigacion mediante la estimacion de un modelo logit
ordenado. Por ultimo, se presentan los hallazgos de la
investigaciony se plantean conclusiones. Para realizar este
analisis se utilizan los datos de la encuesta para Bolivia de
la oleada 2018/2019, del Proyecto de Opinidn Publica de
América Latina (LAPOP) de la Universidad de Vanderbilt.

Revision de la literatura especializada

La confianza politica representa el grado de vinculacion
entre los ciudadanos con alguno o varios de los objetos
del sistema politico democratico (Hardin, 2002). Aungue
la confianza institucional es una dimensidon subjetiva de
la politica, es un elemento central para las democracias,
pues cuando los ciudadanos confian en sus instituciones
se producen beneficios para ellos y para las instituciones
confiadas (Citrin y Muste, 1999). Zygmunt Bauman vy
Carlo Bordoni (2016) detallan a la perfeccion por qué la
confianza debe estar en el centro del debate académico:

[Debido a que] la crisis de la democracia, es el
colapso de la confianza. La creencia de que los
lideres no solo son corruptos o estupidos, sino
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que son incapaces. La politica tiene las manos
cortadas. La gente ya no cree en el sistema
democratico porque no cumple sus promesas.
La crisis contemporanea es una crisis de las
instituciones democraticas. (p. 35)

La literatura especializada atribuye a diversos factores
explicativos esta tendencia a confiar o no confiar. Por un
lado, aquellos de una tradicion mas culturalista plantean
gue la confianza politica es el resultado de un proceso de
socializacion que tiende a perdurar en el tiempo y esta
muy unida a los niveles de modernizacion econdmica,
social y cultural. Aqui se encuentran los factores
sociodemograficos (como la edad, niveles de educacion,
sexo) y valorativos asociados a la cultura que ostentan los
miembros de una sociedad (Almond y Verba, 1965; Booth
y Seligson, 2009; Mishler y Rose, 2007; Nohlen, 1995; Pharr
y Putnam, 2000). Por otro lado, esta la escuela racional-
cultural, cuya tesis plantea que la falta de confianza
politica en las democracias representativas se debe a que
no se cumplen las expectativas que los ciudadanos tenian
respecto al funcionamiento de las instituciones y sus
resultados politicos y econdmicos (Meer y Dekker, 20171;
Norris, 1999; 2011).

Las evaluaciones que influyen en el deterioro de la
confianza individual pueden estar fundamentadas en dos
tipos de razonamientos. El primero esta mas relacionado
con el disefo y el funcionamiento institucionales vy
sus resultados politicos. Los estudios sobre el disefo
institucional destacan el papel del sistema electoral, el
grado de desarrollo de los derechos civiles y libertades y la
fragmentacion del sistema de partidos (Criado y Herreros,
2007; Ross y Escobar-Lemmon, 2011). En relacidon con
el argumento de atribucion de responsabilidades y sus
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resultados, algunos de los principales factores abordados
en la literatura son el grado de corrupcion y el desempeno
gubernamental (Torcal y Montero, 2006).

El segundo grupo de explicaciones son masinstrumentales
y unen directamente la confianza politica a los resultados
econdmicos del sistema. Segun Bargsted y Torcal (2015a),
estesupuestoecondmicoescondedosaspectosrelevantes.
Primero, la mayoria de la evidencia empirica con respecto
a esta relacion se sustenta en la evaluacion sociotrdpica
de la situacidn econdmica por parte del entrevistado y
no deja de estar exenta de un filtro partidista. Segundo,
estas valoraciones serian en parte reflejo del juego
politico y partidista. Por ende, podrian reflejar una cierta
politizacion de la confianza politica. Asimismo, es preciso
mencionar los estudios de naturaleza psicoldgico-social
gue pretenden explicar la confianza institucional a partir
de variables como la confianza interpersonal, el interés
en la politica y la satisfaccion con la vida; se encuentra
también un grupo de explicaciones de orden socio-
cultural relacionadas con la capacidad de los individuos
de participar voluntariamente en la comunidad a fin de
construir una cultura cooperativa (Bargsted, Castilllo vy
Somma, 2017; Corbacho, Philipp y Ruiz, 2015; Newton y
Norris, 2000).

Confianza institucional en América Latina

Los datos de la ronda 2018/2019 del Proyecto de Opinidn
Publica de América Latina (LAPOP) permiten comparar
los niveles de confianza entre varias instituciones politicas
en los paises de la region. Esta ronda de LAPOP contd con
mas de 31.050 entrevistas, provenientes de 20 paises de
Ameérica y el Caribe, a los cuales se les realizd la siguiente
pregunta: “¢Hasta qué punto tiene usted confianza en
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las elecciones, partidos politicas (...)?”. Las respuestas se
basaron en una escala de 1 a 7, donde T indica “nada”
y ‘77 indica “mucho”. Para este estudio se han usado
solamente los datos de 17 paises de América Latina
(Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Republica Dominicana, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, México, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru y
Uruguay). No se incluyeron Venezuela y Haiti, pues LAPOP
decidid no realizar encuestas en estos paises debido a la
inestabilidad politica.

En la Tabla 1los numeros hablan por si solos. La media de
confianza en que se mueven las elecciones, los érganos
electorales, los partidos politicos, el poder Legislativo, el
poder Judicial y el poder Ejecutivo no supera los 4 puntos
en la escala de confianza presentada por LAPOP. Mientras
gue los procesos electorales ostentan el promedio mas
alentador, en el polo opuesto los partidos politicos
destacan por sus valores alarmantes. En conjunto, estos
datos revelan que las democracias latinoamericanas
generaninstituciones en las cuales la gente no confia. Cabe
considerar que la desconfianza que se observa reside en
gue la percepcion de los ciudadanos hoy es que no tienen
voz, no tienen acceso a oportunidades, sus ingresos son
precarios y bajos, sus gobernantes son egoistas y que la
politica es complicada.

Tablal. Confianza politica en América Latina (2018/2019)

Institucion politica Media* Minimo Maximo
Procesos electorales 3,8 (26.142) 1 7
Organos electorales 3,7 (6.182) 1 7
Poder Ejecutivo 3,5 (26.209) 1 7
Poder Legislativo 3,4 (25.782) 1 7
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Instituciéon politica Media* Minimo Maximo
Poder Judicial 3,4 (6.338) 1 7
Partidos politicos 2,7 (26.099) 1 7

* Nota: Los valores de las celdas muestran los promedios del nivel
de confianza en una escala de 1 (nada) a 7 (mucha); numero de
observaciones entre paréntesis.

Fuente: Elaboracion propia, con datos de LAPOP (2019).

Los datos del Barometro de las Américas también revelan
qgue el promedio de confianza en las elecciones en los
paises latinoamericanos es 3,8. Se trata de un nivel de
confianza neutral (equivalente a 5,4 en una escala de O
a 10), ya que el promedio apenas sobrepasa por 0,3 la
media de la escala. Si bien el ultimo informe de LAPOP
(2019) revela que el promedio regional de confianza
apenas ha variado desde el Barometro de 2008 (3,9 en
2008, 4,1 en 2012, 3,8 en 2016 y 3,7 en 2018/2019), estos
datos dejan mucho que desear, pues uno de los rasgos
caracteristicos de la region es su efervescencia electoral.
Los resultados cerrados en algunas elecciones, ademas de
varias situaciones de ventajismo electoral caracterizadas
por falta de condiciones de equidad e imparcialidad, la
independencia cuestionada de los organismos electorales,
el uso y abuso de los recursos del Estado a favor del
oficialismo y el financiamiento politico irregular, son
algunos de los factores que han erosionado la credibilidad
de estainstituciony, en consecuencia, han sido promotores
de varias crisis electorales en la region (p. ej.: Bolivia y
Republica Dominicana) (Zovatto, 2018, p. 14).

Al analizar en el ambito particular de los paises la
confianza en dos instituciones esenciales de las
democracias latinoamericanas —procesos electorales y
partidos politicos—, encontramos hallazgos interesantes
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(Figura 1). Para los procesos electorales, se observaron los
siguientes resultados: Honduras y Republica Dominicana
son los paises con niveles mas bajos de confianza; en
ambos casos, el nivel de confianza estd por debajo de
3,8 (la media regional). Uruguay se situa justo en el polo
opuesto: presenta un nivel de confianza en las elecciones
(5,) muy por encima de la media regional. Los catorce
paises restantes se ubican entre estas dos posiciones
extremas, aunque con diferencias destacadas entre
ellos. Mientras que Colombia, Brasil, Panama, Guatemala,
Bolivia, Paraguay, Peru y El Salvador se hallan por debajo
de la media latinoamericana, los demas paises se situan
en la media o por encima, especialmente, Chile, Costa
Rica y Uruguay.

Estos datos llaman la atencién, pues los procesos
electorales se han convertido en “eventos rutinarios” que
van adquiriendo “vida propia” (Schedler, 2002). El periodo
comprendido entre 2017 y 2019 ha sido descrito como
“la época del maraton electoral”, pues 15 de los 18 paises
celebraron elecciones durante este lapso. En el aino 2017,
se celebraron elecciones en Chile, Ecuador y Honduras,
mientras en 2018 las hubo en Brasil, Colombia, Costa Rica,
México, Paraguay y Venezuela. En 2019, se realizaron tres
elecciones presidenciales en América Central (El Salvador,
Guatemala y Panama) y tres elecciones presidenciales en
Ameérica del Sur (Argentina, Bolivia y Uruguay) (Anderson
et al,, 2005; IDEA Internacional, 2019, p. 46).

57
PAGINA




58
PAGINA

>
é Nuevas
‘ [6gicas globales

Pracesos Electorales Partidos politicos
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Figura 1. Confianza politica en 17
paises de América Latina (2018/2019)

Fuente: Elaboracion propia, con datos de LAPOP (2019). Promedio
del nivel de confianza en una escala de 1 (nada) a 7 (mucha).

Si bien Bolivia no es el pais con los peores resultados, sus
datos dan cuenta de la desafeccion institucional en la que
transitaba Evo Morales durante su ultimo afno de gobierno
y no cabe duda de que fue uno de sus principales retos
politicos. Con este escenario se realizaron las elecciones
presidenciales de octubre de 2019, durante las cuales
salieron a la luz ciertos problemas técnicos. Como
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consecuencia, estas elecciones fueron percibidas como
fraudulentas y corruptas. A la par, el érgano electoral
perdid legitimidad, al ser considerado como una
maquinaria corrompida por el Ejecutivo y vendida a su
favor, todo lo cual generd un gran estallido social que
culmind con la destitucion de Morales y su ostracismo
politico. Esto demuestra que un voto publico por si solo
no resuelve los profundos problemas sociales y politicos,
y menos aun si las instituciones que los regulan estan
deslegitimizadas y erosionadas (Barrientos, 2020;
Castorena et al., 2020; Stefanoni, 2020).

Por otra parte, los datos sobre la confianza en los
partidos politicos son aun mas desalentadores. La media
latinoamericana se situa en 2,7 en la escala de confianza.
Peru, Panama, Brasil, Chile, Honduras y Guatemala estan
por debajo de la media regional. Sin embargo, el resto
de paises no sobrepasan los tres puntos de confianza.
Destacan México, Nicaragua y Uruguay con los valores
mas altos. Esta es una situacién preocupante, ya que los
partidos siguen siendo los actores centrales de los sistemas